June 2016 Design Report
Using Branches

Structure, height, grace and balance are achieved through the use of branches.  We select branches for the use of their leaves/blooms/seed pods/fruit—the architecture they provide.  The branch might be used alone in a vase or it might be an integral part of an arrangement.

Editing a Branch

· Choose a vase that can support your branch material without fear of toppling.

· Cut a branch that arches, that has laterals going in different directions.  
· Trim the branch to expose (1) space, (2) berries or fruit, (3) structure of branch. Remove dead twigs, unsightly leaves and fruit.

· Remove all leaves that will fall below the waterline.

· Cut an X in bottom of branch so that the branch can hydrate easily.

· Place in container so as to show the best profile of branch.

· Do further editing if needed.
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These Itea branches (Virginia Sweetspire) have been edited to be the background material in my design.  Note line and space created.  Now to add flowers….
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· Peonies and Yarrow were added.

· Base of the basket is 10” high.  I added a sandwich baggie filled with sand to the bottom of container.  This provides adequate weight so I would not have to worry about the design being too top heavy for the lightweight basket.
· The container for the plant material within the basket is a glass from the kitchen cupboard.

· The mechanic within the glass that supports the plant material is chicken wire.
